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Orthopaedic surgeons the world over are part of the orthopaedic fraternity. There 
are regional fraternities based in North America, Europe, Asia Pacific and South 
America. The only truly international fraternity with an 85-year-old history is 
SICOT that has members from all over the world and holds Annual Conferences 
in all corners of the globe. 
In the last 30 to 40 years sub specialization has created an impetus in the 
establishment of sub specialty fraternities like sports medicine, spine, knee, hip, 
trauma, shoulder and elbow, hand, foot and ankle and many more. There are 
even smaller fraternities for special interest groups like ACL study group, 
minimally Invasive surgery, navigation and orthopaedic shockwave therapy being 
a few of the many fraternities in the orthopaedic field. 
All these fraternities provide opportunities for surgeons to present their latest 
research, debate opposing views and learn new surgical techniques. A technique 
popular in Germany may not be so in the United States. 
All fraternities want to be the best and this intense competition for attendees to 
attend their meetings has produced a boom in orthopaedic knowledge. There 
has also been a conspicuous increase in the number and variety of orthopaedic 
journals. 
Orthopaedic surgeons who meet one another at conferences start networking. In 
this era of information technology and easy connectivity, networking has become 
second nature to all of us. Videos are shared, interesting and difficult case 
histories are presented for second opinions, fellowships are offered and visits to 
centres of excellence can be easily organized.  
With networking we have friends not only on Facebook and other social media 
but also in the orthopaedic fraternity both nationally and internationally. 
Networking is essential if you are interested in orthopedic education and national 
and international orthopaedic associations. By networking one can invite 
surgeons to be speakers and be invited to be a speaker. One can be invited to 
collaborate in writing books and to participate in special multicenter trials. The 
sky is the limit in networking and if you want to advance yourself in the national 
and international orthopaedic world you need a large and wide network of 
contacts. Orthopaedic surgeons especially in India and China are in the forefront 
of this present trend of networking. The cultural barriers between east and west 
are rapidly being swept aside in this internet age. 
It is also a big circle when fraternities lead to networking and generate 
fellowships and fellows themselves form new alumni fraternities. 
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